A Paradox and a Prussian Lady
of France, I desire you to marry. But you should see the
original. A mere cup cannot do Augusta justice!"
A further admonition (after the wedding) to Eugene:
"You are amiable like your sweet mother; but just be-
cause yours is not a marriage of love but of state? you
neglect your bride. She is worthy and affectionate. Take
her to the theater,'5
A recipe to Augusta herself, now in a delicate condi-
tion: "Take care of yourself, but do not give us a girl.
I have a recipe. You will laugh at it as absurd; neverthe-
less it is often effective. It is that you take a little sip
of wine each day."
Now a sharper reprimand to Louis, for distributing
orders, with Louis's portrait on them, to everybody in
France: "What have you accomplished to deserve that
men should wear your portrait over their hearts ?"
Another to Junot, mad governor of Paris, who loved
bizarre effects: "Stop writing to me on that mourning
paper. It has a sinister look. No one is yet dead in your
family, though your wife will have need of it, if you per-
sist in writing so to me."
An order to a notaire, about that troublesome case of
Mistress Betsy of Baltimore (Jerome's first wife) : "I
have read miss [sic/] Patterson's letter. I will see her
child with pleasure, and will take charge of it, if she will
send it to France. As for herself, she can have anything
she wants; but for political reasons I cannot recognize
her. Deal with the matter with sympathy and good taste."
A lesson for Joseph: "I do not like your decree issued
from Naples on monasteries. In matters that touch re-
ligion the wording should be in terms of religion, not in
those of philosophy. That is the great art of the ruler,
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